
One bushel of corn equals 2.8 gallons of ethanol
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For more information contact the 
Missouri Department of Natural Resources
1-800-361-4827  www.dnr.mo.gov

BIODIESEL

BIODIESEL PLANTS
IN MISSOURI

2000
No plants existed in Missouri

One plant - 5 million gallons of biodiesel

The biodiesel industry expects to employ 

more than 200 people statewide and 

13,600 nationwide.

Nine facilities expected to produce 

more than 183 million gallons.
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2010

One bushel of soybeans equals 1.5 gallons of biodiesel
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STEP 1.

STEP 5.

STEP 4.

STEP 3.STEP 2.

Soybeans are cracked, dehulled and

rolled into full-fat flakes composed of

approximately 20% oil and 80% meal.

Fuel is shipped to 

a distributor, who 

provides it to the

end user.

Alcohol is

removed through an

evaporation or

distillation process 

and reused.  The biodiesel

is further purified,

then stored.

Alcohol is added to

the soybean oil and,

in the presence of a

catalyst, produces

glycerin and

biodiesel.

Solvent is used 

to extract oil from 

full-fat flakes.

Defatted soy flakes

are used in a 

multitude of soy-

protein products

including soymeal.

Glycerin is

separated from

the biodiesel and

may be used later 

in cosmetic or

pharmaceutical

products.

Operation of the ethanol plants with a

combined production level of 350 MGY

will annually maintain 5,613 Missouri jobs

while providing $182 million in Missouri

employment income.

Operation of these four ethanol plants

will maintain 2,784 Missouri jobs annually 

while providing $92 million in Missouri

employment income.

Malta Bend Ethanol Plant

The plants at Macon, Malta Bend and Craig, 

plus the additional plant under construction 

at Laddonia, will bring Missouri’s ethanol 

production capacity to 156 million 

gallons per year  (MGY).

The completion of all existing plants,

expansions and new facilities would bring

Missouri to a 350 MGY production level.

This display produced with the help 
of the Missouri Soybean Association

and Missouri Corn Growers Association

Missouri has the fifth highest soybean production in the United States.  

It is Missouri’s most widely produced grain commodity in acres and value.
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